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FPOV's Response to
the “Pause Giant Al
Experiments” Open Letter
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Introduction

The Future of Life Institute wrote an open letter titled “Pause Giant Al Experiments”’ on
March 28, 2023, as a means to “call on all Al labs to immediately pause for at least six
months the training of Al systems more powerful than GPT-4." The letter itself had an option
to digitally add your name to the list and sign the letter.

Only a few days after its release, the letter had over 2,000 signatories. The list of signatories
includes some heralded names in the echelon of technology innovation such as Elon Musk
(CEO of SpaceX, Tesla, Twitter), Steve Wozniak (Co-founder of Apple), Emad Mostaque
(CEO of Stability Al), Christopher Reardon (Head of Design at Meta), and many others in
the world of academia.

No one at FPOV is signing this letter...

The last time we had a significant fracture in the scientific world, by those that were the
ones advancing the disruptive technology itself, based on different ideas of moral and
ethical responsibilities was the development of the first nuclear bomb as part of the
Manhattan project in 1944.

Does this Al letter calling for a pause in development constitute a modern-day version of
the Manhattan project? Was it written as a result of questioning the moral and ethical
responsibility with a highly disruptive technology? What does the letter say and is the
development of giant Al the disruptive equivalent of the unlocking of nuclear energy? Is
this just a way to slow down the current leaders so others can figure out how to catch up?

In this FPOView, we will outline the issues addressed in the letter, deliver our response,
and provide our outlook over the next 6 months.

We have been heartened that the discussion on the dangers of Al have been going on
for some years now.

We believe that society needs to tread carefully with the development of Al. We have not
had the best track record in the past with forecasting the direction technologies will go. An
example of this is the rise in distracted driving caused by mobile device usage. This is
killing a large amount of people every month and interestingly, no letter has been written
about taking a pause on allowing mobile device usage in vehicles.

1 Future of Life Institute. “Pause Giant Al Experiments: An Open Letter”. https://futureoflife.org/open-
letter/pause-giant-ai-experiments/



Six Months? - April to October 2023

The “"Pause Giant Al Experiments” letter itself is asking for a six month pause. But
really, what is going to change in six months? Most governments are not going to
move fast enough to enact legislation in that time, and the technology companies
in leading competitive positions are not going to slow down at all given that there
is a financial advantage by continuing to develop more powerful systems.

Countries from around the world, especially China, must be amused at the idea of
this pause and would sign the letter only in bad faith or cheer its advancement on
from the sidelines. Not one of them will pause any Al effort being developed in
their country because of the geopolitical risks in doing so.

Rather than use a letter that plays upon fear of an unknown, why not forecast where
the technology is likely to be from a giant use case over the next six months. Will
we reach a point, as the letter asks, that nonhuman minds outnumber,
outsmart, obsolete, and replace us? Will Al cause a loss of control over civilization?
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FPOView
Over the Next 6 Months

Costs to maintain and scale the current Al systems will remain high.

The margin for companies offering the use of Al systems remains small or are
not profitable.

Spending by large cap firms on Al systems will increase as they position Al as
the new driver of growth and consolidate computing power.

Al references in earnings calls and quarterly reports will continue to increase.

Individual investors will continue to be left out of individual investment
opportunities with Al based ETFs underperforming.

Historical data to ingest by the systems will increase at least by 20-40%, which
will provide an opportunity to increase Al system accuracy.

Data science and the algorithms used within Al systems will allow for
incremental efficiency improvements.

The costs to re-train the systems based on the new data availability remains
high and is a limiting factor in iterating for accuracy.

Computational power for large models remains constrained. Nvidia makes
most of the chips used for Al systems. Currently, they are reaching a plateau
with chip manufacturing improvements slowing with per-transistor costs.
(Meaning they are not getting the same efficiency gains with each new chip.)

Proactive businesses will establish more defined transformation objectives
through the technology in this first Al inclusion wave.

Business using Al systems will find marginal gains in efficiency until a full
strategy is developed with leadership using guideposts for adoption and
detailing advanced investments in infrastructure.
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The "Letter”

"Al labs [are] locked in an out-
of-control race to develop and
deploy ever more powerful
digital minds that no one - not
even their creators - can
understand, predict, or reliably
control.”

“Should we automate away all
the jobs, including the fulfilling
ones?”
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“Al labs and independent
experts should use this pause
to jointly develop and
implement a set of shared
safety protocols for advanced
Al design and development
that are rigorously audited and
overseen by independent
outside experts.”
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If we are going to ask questions, then what should we be asking?

1. What is it we really hope to accomplish by slowing things down? Are we going
to be any smarter in six months? When in the past have we tried this with success?
Did we slow down the PC? The Internet? Cloud computing? What would have
been the economic impact had we?

2. Based on an actual forecast, how can we be better spend the next six months

than implementing a moratorium?
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Our View

The letter presents a case whereby, giant Al cannot be managed. However, using a thoughtful
approach development can and should proceed alongside an increase in the development of
reasonable governance.

Al systems will develop incrementally over the next 6-12 months for the reasons mentioned in
the outlook provided in this document. What will be more important is to plan for when these
innovations move from “radical innovations” or “breakthrough innovations.”

Radical innovation is a type of innovation that combines the power of technology with a new
business model. It is a concept that changes the relationship between customers and suppliers
by displacing current products and services or by making new product categories.
Breakthrough innovation is a specific significant technological advance that makes a large
impact on the efficiency or cost of a given product, service, or process.

Timelines and events to prepare for include:

e The arrival of commercialized quantum computing on or about 2025. This will create a
“breakthrough innovation” that increases Al capacity dramatically by removing the
current chip plateau.

e The arrival of 6G on or about 2030. This will allow for a “radical innovation” for the loT
industry and allow for more data to be sentto the Al systems. It will increase the number
of potential devices from 5G at 1 million connected devices per sq km to 10 million
connected devices per sq km.

For more information on, see previous FPOViews and information on Al including:
Embracing Generative Al in Education and Artificial Intelligence is Already
Transforming the Job Market. What Does this Mean for You? and Regulating Al: The
European Union’s Al Act.

Test your Al risk knowledge and get a free report with FPOV’s Al Risk Review.

Follow us on Social Media for breaking updates and virtual events:
LinkedIn | Facebook | YouTube

Contact us for more information or for support in your Al development:
info@fpov.com.






